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— Be considerate of other trail users - you are all here 
 for the same reason. 

— Downhill traffic should yield to uphill traffic.

— All trail users should yield to horses.

— Bicyclists should yield to all other users.

— When approaching horses, make your presence
 known with a soft voice, and follow the instructions
of the rider. 

— Always travel at safe speeds.

— Do not use trails when wet or muddy.

TRAIL GUIDE
Name

Length
(mi / km)  m)

Elev. Change

104  St                                                       80 / 24
136  St 804 / 241

Bell Pass 1202 / 361
Anasazi Spur

Desert Park

Feldspar

Caballo

Equestrian Bypass

0.4 / 0.6
3.1 / 5.0

0.7 / 1.2
0.7 / 1.2

3.6 / 5.8

1.0 / 1.6
0.5 / 0.7
2.6 / 4.2
2.3 / 3.6

0.2 / 0.3
1.4 / 2.2
1.5 / 2.4
1.3 / 2.1
4.9 / 7.8

1.1 / 1.8
2.2 / 3.5

0.3 / 0.5
0.3 / 0.5

1.0 / 1.6

2.4 / 3.8

East End 1041 / 312

137 / 42
41 / 12

625 / 188

234 / 70
168 / 51

380 / 114
280 / 85

26 / 8
192 / 58
325 / 98
549 / 165

1104 / 331

259 / 78
307 / 92

55 / 17
56 / 17

Bajada 43 / 13
59 / 18

606 / 182

Lookout

Horseshoe             101 / 30
Levee

Lost Dog

Old Jeep

Quartz

Saguaro Loop

Paradise
Prospector

Ringtail

Taliesin

Tom’s Thumb 1363 / 409

Windmill

Saguaro Trail

Sunrise 1095 / 329
431 / 129

Windgate Pass 858 / 257
113 / 34

Thompson Peak Rd 2.2 / 3.5 1614 / 484

Gateway Loop

Rock Knob

Mesquite Canyon

Marcus Land Slide

Difficulty
Name

Length
(mi / km)  m)

Elev. ChangeDifficulty

71 / 21

— Stay on designated and posted trails.
— No smoking, fireworks, or open flame.
— No motor vehicles except in designated parking areas.

 owners must possess a waste container & immediately
 

— Do not disturb wildlife or alter, deface, place or
remove any materials, including rocks, animals or

— No alcohol or glass containers.

— Bring ample water and a cell phone.
— Be aware of extreme heat:

 
— Wear sturdy footwear.
— Tell a friend or family member where you are going

 and when you plan to return.
— Leave valuables at home, or lock them out of view in 

 your trunk.

3.1 / 5.0
5.0 / 8.0

4.4 / 7.0

0.7 / 1.1

1.3 / 2.0

0.4 / 0.6
3.2 / 5.1
0.5 / 0.8
1.6 / 2.5
0.8 / 1.3

!

!

!

*

*

-Wear light colored clothing, a hat, & suncreen.
-Limit activity to the cooler parts of the day.

-Leave your dog at home.

— Sound travels far in the desert
environment, so please speak quietly.
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Experienced horse 
and bike riders only.

No horses or bikes.

McDowell Sonoran Preserve
480-312-7013 ScottsdaleAZ.gov/Preserve Open Sunrise to Sunset

vegetation, alive or dead. 



Every year, more than 200 people have to be rescued while hiking in parks 
and preserves.  Make an informed  decision on which trail to hike.  Choose 

a trail that is within your ability and your hike will be more enjoyable. 

Know Your Ability and 
Choose the Right Trail  

For more information go to: 
phoenix.gov/parks/trails, scottsdaleaz.gov/trails, glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation/trails, tempe.gov/parks,   

maricopa.gov/parks, fh.az.gov/trails-preserve, maricopa-az.gov 

Be sure to ALWAYS: 

1. Stay on designated trails. 

2. Tell someone where you are hiking and when you expect to return. 

3. Carry enough water for your entire hike.  Remember water for your dog. 

4. When your water is 1/2 gone, turn around and return to the trailhead . 

5. Carry a cell phone. 

6. Don’t hike alone. 

7. Wear appropriate footwear and clothing for hiking.   

8. Use maps, know where you are going and what kind of terrain you are hiking on.   
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Horseshoe Trail

Gateway Loop Trail

Gateway Loop Trail

Saguaro Loop Trail

Bajada
   Nature Trail
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GL6
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LT3

GL2

GL7

EB3

EB1

HC3

DP9

PC3

LT1

DP7

GL5

PC1

GL1

PT1

PT3

PT5

BP1

GL3

WP1

DP11

0.5
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0.5

0.3

0.3

0.3

0.1

0.2

0.1

0.4

0.1

0.1

0.7

0.2

0.2

0.2

0.2

0.2
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0.3

0.5

0.3

0.2

0.3

!.Gateway Saddle
(2,375')

Bell Road

Thom
pson Peak Pkwy.

IA

IA

ÆTI*
Gateway
        to the
    McDowell
         Sonoran
          Preserve
             (1,720')

104th/Bell Trailhead (1,690')

0.3

Gateway
Amphitheater

0.1

IA
Windgate Crossing

Overflow Parking
(Please park in

designated spots)

0.5

0.5

To WestWorld

#

Underpass

Trails Scenic Points

Emergency Markers
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  Gateway Area

Map Date:  August 2012
Copyright 2012 City of Scottsdale, Arizona

All rights reserved. Not for resale.
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Note: Trail segment lengths are rounded to nearest tenth.
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Feldspar Tra i l 

Mesquite Cnyn Trl 

Caballo Trail

Rock Knob Trail

Boulder Trail

Pem
be rton Trail

Rock Knob Trail

Marcus Landslide Trail
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Marcus Landslide Trail

Tom's Thumb Trail
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ML5

RK1
ML7

ML3ML1
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TT2

TT1

TT7 EE1

TT5

TT3

ML25

McDowell
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Rock Knob
(2,750')

Trails Scenic Points
Emergency Markers
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  Tom's Thumb Area

Map Date:  August 2012
Copyright 2012 City of Scottsdale, Arizona

All rights reserved. Not for resale.
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Tom's Thumb
(3,925')
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Fee Required
to enter County Park

Fee Required
to enter County Park
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#
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Access Only

0.6

1.1

0.9

0.2

Note: Trail segment lengths are rounded to nearest tenth.

1.0

Interpretive signs along
the Marcus Landslide Trail
have been provided through
a grant from the McDowell
Sonoran Conservancy.

East End
(4,059')#

To Ranch Gate Rd.
and Dynamite Blvd.

#

#

!.
Marcus

Landslide

#
#

(2,813')

No horses or bikes
south of this point

To The
Lookout #
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